preparing different types of diazocarbonyl compounds and there are now well-established procedures.
1,2 Important examples of these processes include the functionalization of porphyrin macrocycles using diazo compounds which has been recently reviewed. 3 Thus porphyrin derivatives such as chlorins with a diazo function in the macrocycle core were first reported by Cavaleiro and coworkers in 1997. 4 These chlorin diazoketones can be used as versatile intermediates for the synthesis of new compounds. 5 In 2006, Zaleski's group reported an alternative strategy to obtain 2-diazo-3-oxochlorins. 6 In all these cases, the diazo group is directly inserted in the core yielding chlorin derivatives and to our knowledge, there is no diazo group directly appended to the periphery of the porphyrin ring. We previously reported the use of metalloporphyrins for catalytic insertion of diazo compounds in N-H bonds, 7, 8 including insulin protein. 9 Asymmetric cyclopropanation was also developed using chiral iron and ruthenium porphyrins as catalysts. 10, 11 In this paper, we report the first synthesis of zinc porphyrin diazoacetates and some of their reactivity using metalloporphyrins as catalysts (Figure 1 ). A convenient synthetic method for the preparation of a variety of diazoacetates from the corresponding bromoacetates by treatment with N,N'-ditosylhydrazine has been recently reported. 12 Herein, we successfully used this recent method with hydroxymethyl-porphyrins that were prepared as previously reported by Tamiaki. 13 After Zn metalation, reaction with bromoacetate and then with N,N'-ditosylhydrazine yielded the expected diazo derivatives. Starting from 1a, this coupling reaction catalyzed by ruthenium porphyrin to form olefins, proceeds slowly, possibly through a metallocarbene intermediate, yielding the cis isomer 2 in overall 91% yield (Scheme 2). In our hands, the trans isomer was not detected. 14 However the reaction needs 24 hours to be completed. In comparison, a similar ruthenium(II) porphyrin species has been reported to catalyze rapidly the decomposition of ethyl diazoacetate to form diethyl maleate and diethyl fumarate with a large cis/trans ratio of 15. 15 The stereochemical contraints that result from the steric interaction of the axial porphyrin carbene atoms with atoms of the porphyrinato core 16 may explain the decrease of the rate. The generally accepted reaction pathway for transition metal catalyzed carbene dimerization of diazo derivatives involves initial attack of the diazo compound at the metal center to generate a metal carbene. 17, 18 Nucleophilic attack on the metal carbene by diazo compound, followed by dissociation of the olefin from the metal complex, completes the catalytic cycle. The origin of the cis selectivity during the coupling of -diazo compounds has been previously interpreted on the basis of steric and electronic effects. [19] [20] [21] To evaluate the reactivity of diazo porphyrin ester, its catalytic decomposition was also examined in the presence of styrene in toluene at room temperature using tetraphenylporphyrin ruthenium carbon monoxide (Figure 1 ) as catalyst. The cyclopropane 3 was formed with 79% yield and complete trans diastereoselectivity with a concomitant formation of the dimer (15%), resulting from coupling of two carbene precursors. The formation of the trans isomer, which was confirmed by NOESY spectroscopy, is similar to that observed when ethyl diazoacetate is used as reactant. 22 The insertion of electrophilic carbenes in the N-H bonds of protected -amino esters or amides is a powerful method for N-alkylating this class of compounds. 23 Since we 7, 8 and others [24] [25] [26] [27] previously reported N-H insertion of diazoesters catalyzed by metalloporphyrins (Fe, Ru), N-H insertion with a diazo porphyrin ester was also investigated (Scheme 2). The results presented in Scheme 2 show that the iron complex is a good catalyst for the transformation of tryptophan methyl ester into the expected N-H inserted products with 69%
yield. It should be noted that only the dimerization was observed with the ruthenium complex.
Scheme 2. Reactivity of diazoporphyrin esters.
Since peptidyl diazomethyl ketones appeared initially to be specific inactivators of cysteine proteinases, 28 insertion of diazoporphyrin ester into S-H bonds, catalyzed by metalloporphyrins, was assayed (Scheme 2). Treatment of thiophenol with diazoporphyrin ester catalyzed by complex 1a gave insertion of the diazo derivative into the S-H bond with 85 % yield. The mechanisms of the cyclopropanation reaction, N-H insertion and S-H insertion, catalyzed by metalloporphyrins, have been previously discussed by us 8 and others [25] [26] [27] several times, and will not be presented herein. All the new derivatives were identified by NMR and mass spectral analysis.
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In summary, the synthesis of new zinc diazoporphyrin esters occurs with good yields offering for the first time a general access to original porphyrins. Studies on the application of the insertion reaction into N-H and S-H bonds for bioconjugation of these potentially fluorescent probes to proteins are in progress.
29.
All new compounds reported here gave spectral data consistent with the assigned structures. Reaction conditions and selected data: For 1. 
